
Peer Observation Letter for _______________

Date

I thoroughly enjoyed visiting your ENGL 111 class on February 11, 2009. You not only 
constructed a thoughtful lesson plan to introduce students to rhetorical terms, but were also 
engaging, in control of the classroom environment, and very adept at handling student questions 
and comments. Overall, it was an excellent class to visit.

As we discussed in our meeting after class, you did an excellent job of pausing intermittently to 
ask students whether they were confused or to take questions. Engaging in these kinds of in-class
assessments are crucial to your assessment of your objectives. Nice job.  I liked, as well, that you 
had an iterative quality to your questioning, constantly referring back to the rhetorical triangle, 
but building on students’ understanding with new examples or new knowledge from their 
comments.  And you were very careful to link the conversations not only to their current 
assignment, but also to their readings for class. These pedagogical moves can be difficult for a 
first-year teacher, but you seemed expert at it.

You also managed the class environment very well, working your way across the classroom 
space and making sure to call on students seated in various parts of the room. I know that we 
talked about that one corner of the room (the one I was seated in) as needing more of your 
attention, but I think this may have been anomalous, given that you had a “stranger” seated in 
that corner! My only concern is that you give time markers to your students when they are 
completing group or individual work. By providing them with a time limit, you allow them to 
pace themselves and their responses, which should make your discussion time more efficient. 
Overall, however, great job managing the classroom.

If this class is an example of your daily teaching, then students in your class are sure to be 
engaged with the material and learning a lot about rhetoric and composition over the course of 
the semester. I look forward to talking to you more about your teaching as the semester 
progresses.

Best,

Dr. Lori Mumpower
Composition Coordinator
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