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English 211, “Academic Writing about Literature” 

Tuesday & Thursday, 2:30-3:45, Professional Studies Building 210C 
Spring 2010/Section 204 

 
Course Description 
This course is primarily focused on instruction of writing based on close and analytical 
methods of reading. After completing this course, you will have developed a broad range of 
expository writing techniques that should help you through the rest of your college career.  
 
I have designed the course according to the curriculum requirements, but I believe I have 
chosen reading selections and activities that will cultivate an appreciation and enjoyment of 
literature. This course will be based on in-class discussion, and I will be evaluating your 
progress via your writing, your verbal responses, and your ability to otherwise demonstrate a 
deeper understanding and analysis of literature.  
 
In this course, you will be introduced to different genres of literature including the short story, 
the novella, drama, poetry, and the fable. You will learn about different forms of literary 
criticism including psychoanalysis, formalism, gender/feminist theory, cultural theory, and 
more. You will also learn about the common elements of literature including plot, theme, 
symbolism, irony, etc. Finally, you will write to interpret literary texts using the different 
elements and theories of literature. 
 
You will be expected to demonstrate an ability to write according to the grammatical, 
mechanical, stylistic, and theoretical conventions appropriate to academic writing about 
literature. We will be using MLA documentation to cite references and sources in this course.  
 
After taking this course, you will have fulfilled UAA’s written communication requirement. 
 
Course Activities 
Over the course of this semester, you will be participating in small and large group discussion, 
reading quizzes, and a group project. You will write three major essays and one shorter essay 
regarding Spring Break reading. There will be a midterm examination but no final, and you 
will become experts at MLA documentation.  
 
Approximately 20% of your grade will be based on your ability to participate in in-class 
activities. On days when you have been expected to read, I will most likely exhibit a 
PowerPoint presentation, during which time you should take notes. Usually, after the 
presentation, you will break into small groups to discuss several questions that relate to the 
assigned reading and the lesson of the day. Finally, we will spend the last part of class 
discussing these questions, as well as any larger questions that might arise, as a class. These 
discussions are often invigorating, stimulating, and can occasionally lead to arguments. That’s 
okay! That is the fun of discussing literature!  

Instructor E-mail 
 

Office Location, MSN IM, 
& Skype Info 

Office Hours Phone Number for 
Dept of English  

Erika Veth afesv@uaa.alaska.edu 
 

Admin 101G 
MSN: afesv@uaa.alaska.edu 
Skype: veth.mcgovern 

T 1:00–2:00PM 
R 1:00-2:00 PM 

786-4347  
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We will also have a research day in the library after midterms; you will work in small groups 
on a project that you will present to the class; and at the end of the semester I will meet with 
you on an individual basis to discuss your final research paper and your current grade. 
 
Textbooks and Supplies 
� Gioia, Dana, and X.J. Kennedy, eds. Literature: An Introduction to Fiction, Poetry,  

Drama, and Writing. 11th ed. New York: Pearson Longman, 2010. 
� Gibaldi, Joseph, ed. MLAHandbook for Writers of Research Papers. 6th ed. New York:  

Modern Language Association, 2003.  
 

Withdrawing from the Course 
The University allows instructors to withdraw students from a course if he or she is not 
present for three consecutive class meetings.  I will exercise this right at the beginning of the 
semester in order to allow students to add the course.  If you decide not to complete 211 after 
the first two weeks, be sure to drop the course so that you do not receive an F. If you do not 
attend class but appear on the roster at the end of the semester, you will receive an F for the 
course. 
 
Blackboard and Tech Support 
Please familiarize yourself with Blackboard. I will be using Blackboard, which includes using 
it to communicate with you. Check it daily for announcements. If you need help getting online 
or accessing blackboard please call IT services at 786-4646. 
 
Technology Expectations 
This class is virtually all online, though we meet twice a week in class. If you do not have 
internet access at home, or if you are not very good with technology in general, you may want 
to rethink taking this class. Though you are welcome to stay, I cannot provide individualized 
tutorials to all 112 of my students. On the bright side, you are welcome to take advantage of 
the Computer Assisted Writing Lab (CAWL) and Writing Center, both located in the Learning 
Resource Center in Sally Monserud Hall.  

Missing Class 
To do well in this course, you should attend every class meeting. Absences should be a rare 
occurrence. If you miss class, please do the following: 

• Read the syllabus. 
• Check Blackboard for current information and handouts. 
• Contact a colleague in class to discuss the day’s activities. 
 
Consult with me after having done all of the above. If you know you will miss class, consult 
with me about what you may be able to do ahead of time. I am flexible if you plan ahead.  

Attendance Policy 
Absences (from class or a scheduled conference) will affect your grade as follows: 

• More than six absences will allow me to assign you a failing grade for the course. However, 
I most likely will not do this. After five absences, your grade will drop by 50 points for 
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each absence. So, if your average is 900 points (A) and you miss six classes, you can only 
receive a total of 850 points (B).   

• Attendance is taken via reading quizzes on some days, so it is important to be here on time! 
If you miss the quiz, you will be considered absent.  

• None of this is negotiable, so please don’t try.  
 
Late Work 
All late work will have 20% of total possible points deducted before grading. If you do not 
hand in your work within one week of the due date, I will not accept it.  
 
Plagiarism & Cheating 
I expect you to use appropriate citations, always noting when you are using ideas and words 
from a source.  I expect you to write your own papers.  You will fail the assignment for the first 
instance of plagiarism, and you will fail the course for the second. We use MLA in this course 
to reference other sources.  
 
Negotiating 
The policies in this syllabus are not negotiable.  In other words, I will not adjust the workload, 
the deadlines, the absence policy and so forth because of special circumstances in your life. 
Please be aware that your failure to abide by the policies (particularly the attendance policy) 
could affect your grade.  
 
Student Rights and Responsibilities 
UAA has in place policies, procedures, and regulations that attempt to provide a positive 
learning environment for all students.  By going to the link below, you can access the UAA 
Fact Finder Student Handbook where you will find not only UAA policies, procedures, and 
regulations but also information about UAA programs and services. According to the 
handbook, you have the right to express yourself, but you are also expected to conduct 
yourself responsibly and to respect the basic educational goals of the University and the rights 
of others. In this course, this means that I have the authority to determine if textual, oral, and 
visual materials are inappropriate for an assignment. A student whose material is 
inappropriate will be allowed to re-do an assignment; however, the second instance of 
inappropriate material for an assignment will result in a failing grade for the assignment. 
Furthermore, the Dean of Students will be notified.    
http://www.uaa.alaska.edu/studentaffairs/fact-finder.cfm 
 
Emergency & Safety Information 
Check in with me after an emergency exit so that I know you have successfully exited the 
building—and so that I can tell others who may be looking for you. If the building is closed 
because of an emergency, check Blackboard to see where we will meet.   
 
General Classroom Etiquette 
• Do not approach me during class discuss a personal problem, or something that doesn’t 

apply to everyone; this takes time away from scheduled class activities.  If you need to talk 
with me at length, schedule an appointment or visit me during office hours. If office hours 
are not convenient, let me know and I will schedule a mutually convenient meeting time. 
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DO NOT approach me during class about a personal problem that is not relatable to the 
current class.  

• Please be respectful of others. While it is certainly acceptable to disagree, it is not 
acceptable to interrupt others or to insult others.  If you do behave inappropriately, please 
apologize immediately. 

• Turn off cell phones during class.  Perhaps tell those who may be trying to reach you that 
you are unavailable during class time.  

• You may bring drinks and food. 
 
Assignments 
The following assignments will total 1000 points. As each assignment is given, you will receive 
a more detailed hand-out guiding you through the writing process.  
 
For an A you must earn a minimum of 900 points. 
For a B you must earn a minimum of 800 points. 
For a C you must earn a minimum of 700 points. 
For a D you must earn a minimum of 600 points. 
If you come to class prepared, and hand in all assignments, you will not fail. 
 
I should also not here that earning 899 points does not equal an A. Earning 900 points is barely 
earning an A, so 899 points is definitely NOT an A!!! 
 
Reading Quizzes (100 points, approximately 10 points apiece) 
When you come to class you will be expected to have thoroughly read everything noted on the 
syllabus for that particular day. It is imperative to keep up with the reading in this class, or it 
will be difficult for you to participate and thus pass the course. The quizzes will often require 
written responses, and will vary depending on what we are reading. Hopefully, you will all do 
well on these. After all, the class is called “Writing about Literature.” 
 
Discussion/Participation (50 points) 
I will take note daily of your participation in the class discussions. 
 
Small Group Discussion/Participation (50 points) 
I will take note daily of your participation in the small group discussions and contributions.  
 
MLA and Revision Days (50 points) 
We will spend one day entirely on learning and using the MLA citation system and another 
day revising one of your essays for a better grade. Together, these are worth 50 points.  
 
 
Group Project (100 points) 
I know we all hate group work, but it is required for all 200-level English courses. Working 
collaboratively can be fun, too! For this project, you will be divided into small groups. Each 
group will select a form of criticism/theory and create a PowerPoint presentation that fully 
explains the theory. The group will also apply the theory to one or more of the assigned 
readings. This project requires research extraneous of the textbook, and a Works Cited page in 
MLA format.  



Erika Veth 5 
 
The Sun Also Rises Essay and Reading (50 points) 
At some point, please read The Sun Also Rises, a novel by Ernest Hemingway. It is a short novel 
that challenges traditional notions of gender identity. It is also the story of a group of friends 
who know how to party while on vacation!  In turn, you should probably read this while on 
your Spring Vacation, rather than partying like the expats would have. We will discuss the 
novel on March 16, and you will write a 2-3 page essay applying gender theory to the text. 
This is purposely low-stakes to help you become comfortable with theoretical applications to 
literature. 
 
Midterm Examination (100 points) 
Short-essay responses to several questions of my choosing, pertaining to the readings, 
theoretical concepts, and vocabulary studied thus far in the semester. 
 
Essay One (75 points) 
When writing your first essay, you will be expected to apply the vocabulary we’ve discussed 
thus far to something we’ve read so far, in 2 to 3 page essay. Vocabulary includes theme, plot, 
narrative, setting, etc. No MLA or other citation is necessary for this essay, as sources are taken 
directly from text. 
 
Essay Two (150 points) 
This essay requires a close reading of anything from the text in a 4 to 5 page essay. You must 
present an argument concerning what the reading’s deeper meaning is. I suggest the use of the 
Oxford English Dictionary for this essay, but we will go over this in detail later on. You must 
use MLA, though it need not be perfect.   
 
Essay Three (225 points) 
This is a longer essay (6 to 8 pages) using criticism in application to any piece of literature 
we’ve read so far. You must apply two criticisms/theories to any piece of literature we’ve read 
in this class. This essay will require three outside sources and will require research of peer 
reviewed/scholarly texts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assignments Points 

First Essay 75 

Second Essay 150 

Midterm Exam 100 

Sun Also Rises essay 
and reading  50 



Erika Veth 6 
Group Project 100 
Conferences 50 

MLA and Library Day 50 

Third Essay 225 

Discussion/Participation 50 

Small Group 
Discussion and 
Response 

50 

Reading Quizzes 100 

***1000 points total*** 
 
Office Hours and Conferences 
I will be holding office hours in the English Department on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 1-
2:00 PM, and on Wednesdays from 2-4 pm online via Skype. Though my schedule is hectic, I 
can work with you to find a time to meet if my office hours don’t work with your schedule.  
 
Student Resources 
Please remember that your admission into the university and your registration for classes 
means that you have access to a wide range of resources.  Among them are the following: 
� Consortium Library (786-1871).  The library offers you the world via  

databases, materials, and staff.   The librarians love to help.  
� Writing Center.  Students in writing courses have paid a fee for use of the  

RWC (located in SMB 118, 786-6918).  You will have access to tutoring and written 
materials.  For a small fee, paid to the English Department secretary, all other students 
may have access to the center, too.  I even work there!  

� Advising and Counseling Center (University Center, 786-4519).  Both  
academic advising and personal counseling are available. 

� Computers (786-4646). In addition to many computer labs where you can  
work and access the internet, UAA provides you with an email account, assistance, and 
training.  To find out more information about technology in general, go to: 
technology.uaa.alaska.edu   For information about Blackboard, go to: 
uaaonline.alaska.edu   
   

Class Date In-class Activities for 
Today  Due for Today 

1/12/2010 Introductions Nothing, just find the classroom!  

1/14/2010 

• Plot PowerPoint 
• "North Wind," “Tortoise,” & 

“Independence” 
• Small Group Discussion 

• Lit. pgs. 14–16, 22 ("Plot" and 
"The Short Story")  

• Pgs. 7–10 We will read the 
fables in class. 
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1/19/2010 

• Quiz 1 
• Tone and Style PowerPoint 
•  "Saboteur"  
• Small group discussion 

•  Lit. pgs. 148–150, 181-182 
("Tone and Style")  

• Pgs. 173–180 ("Saboteur") 

1/21/2010 

• Quiz 2 
• Theme PowerPoint  
• "Harrison"  
• Small group discussion 

• Lit. pgs. 183–185, 220-222 
("Theme") 

• Pg.215-220 ("Harrison")  

1/26/2010 

• Quiz 3 
• Symbol PowerPoint 
• "Omelas"  
• Small group discussion 
• Discussion about Essay 1 

• Lit. pgs. 223–225, 255-258 
("Symbol")  

• Pgs. 242–246 ("Omelas") 

1/28/2010 MLA Day (Admin 144)  

2/2/2010 • Close-readings are fun! 
• Small group explication. 

Essay 1 due today! 
MLA assignment due 

2/4/2010 Quiz 4 
Discussion about "Wallpaper" 

Lit. pgs. 436–448 ("The Yellow 
Wallpaper") 

2/9/2010 
Quiz 5 
Discussion about "Happy 
Endings" 

Lit. pgs. 482–485 ("Happy 
Endings") 

2/11/2010 

•  PowerPoint about poetry                        
•  Discussion about 

paraphrasing and selected 
poems 

• Lit. choose one poem to 
explicate in class 

• Pgs. 631-635 (Poetry and 
Paraphrasing) 

2/16/2010 

•  Discussion about selected 
poetry and related terms.  

•  Introduction to Literary Theory 
• Possible PowerPoint on 

Formalist Criticism  

• Lit. pgs. 680, 681-683, 711 
(various poetic terminology) 

• 638 ("Out, Out"),  
• 651 ("White Lies"),  
• 657 ("A Glass of Beer"),  
• 687 ("Lonely"),  
• 693 ("Jabberwocky"),  
• 713-714 ("Fish"),  
• 712 ("Root Cellar") 
• 2014–2015 (Formalist Criticism 

and “The Formalist Critic”) 

2/18/2010 

• Quiz 6 
• Discussion about selected 

poetry and related terms.  
• Possible PowerPoint on 

Biographical Criticism 

• Lit. pgs. 958-965 (Dickinson 
Bio and poetry) 

• 974-984 (Hughes Bio and 
poetry) 

•  2018–20199 (Biographical 
Criticism)  



Erika Veth 8 

2/23/2010 Discussion about selected 
poetry and related terms.  

• Lit. pgs. 742 ("You fit"),  
• 1037 ("Flea"),  
• 1096 ("I Hear"),  
• 703 ("Fire and Ice"),  
• 1069 ("Light" and "Poetry")  

2/25/2010 

• Watch “Midsummer Night’s 
Dream” 

• Go over midterm 
• Last minute Essay 2 questions 

 

3/2/2010 
•  Go over midterm                            
•  Watch "Midsummer Night's 

Dream"  
Essay 2 due today! 

3/4/2010 Midterm Exam   

3/9/2010 SPRING BREAK: NO CLASS 
READ Sun Also Rises 

SPRING BREAK: NO CLASS 
READ Sun Also Rises 

3/11/2010 SPRING BREAK: NO CLASS 
READ Sun Also Rises 

SPRING BREAK: NO CLASS 
READ Sun Also Rises 

3/16/2010 
• Quiz 7 
• Discuss Sun Also Rises 
• Gender/Feminist Criticism 

• Lit. pgs. 2204–2205 (Gender 
Criticism and “Toward”)  

• Have read Sun Also Rises  

3/18/2010 
• Quiz 8 
• Form Groups for presentations  
• Discuss “Trifles”                       

• Lit. pgs. 2187 and 2190–2192 
(Historical Criticism) 

• Pgs. 1111–1121 (“Trifles”) 

3/23/2010 
• Quiz 9 
• Psychoanalytic Criticism  
• Discuss “The Rich Brother” 

 
• The Sun Also Rises essay 

due 
• Lit. pgs. 2192–2193 

(Psychological Criticism and 
“Dreams”) 

•  Pgs. 36–42 (“The Rich 
Brother”) 

3/25/2010 
• Discuss Cultural Criticism      
• Go over group presentations 

and research essay 

• Lit. pgs. 2216–2217 ("Cultural 
Studies"),  

• Pgs. 2218–2219 ("What is 
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• Group work       Cultural Studies?") 

3/30/2010 Meet in library on third floor for 
research 

 Be prepared with topic for 
group project 

4/1/2010 Meet in Library lobby   

4/6/2010 Groups 1-3Conferences 
Groups 4-6 DCS group work 

Groups 1-3, sign up for 
conferencing 
Groups 4-6, come prepared to 
work on presentations 

4/8/2010 Groups 4-6 Conferences 
Groups 1-3 DCS group work 

Groups 4-6, sign up for 
conferencing 
Groups 1-3, come prepared to 
work on presentations 

4/13/2010 Presentations on criticism and 
subsequent discussion  

4/15/2010 Presentations on criticism and 
subsequent discussion   

4/20/2010 Presentations on criticism and 
subsequent discussion  

4/22/2010 Revision Workshop  Bring an Essay you wish to 
revise 

4/27/2010 Final Exam Period 
Extra Credit Explication  

 


